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Seasonal reminders: 

 Treat dirty cows with 
metricure early. Dirty cows 
treated with metricure two 
weeks after calving are 
twice as likely to get in calf 
as those not treated.  
 

 
 Use Vetrelyte-ZB calf 

electrolyte for scouring 
calves. Feedback from calf 
rearers who use Vetrelyte-
ZB is that it is a superior 
product for treating 
dehydrated calves. 
 

 Place halters on down cows 
with a prolapsed uterus as 
soon as you find them to 
prevent further damage to 
the exposed uterus. When 
cows get up the uterus 
bangs into their hocks and 
stretches and bleeds. 

 

 
 

iSperm 
 
There seems to be an app for 
everything these days and bull semen 
testing is no exception.  
 
We have recently purchased a device 
that objectively measures bull semen 
motility and concentration. The 
iSperm device clips on to the camera 
of a mini iPad. When a drop of 
diluted semen is placed in the device 
the program calculates the 
percentage of sperm that are moving 
forward. 
 
The traditional method, examining 
the sample through a microscope is a 
more subjective assessment which 
means there is some variation 
between vets. 
 
The advantages of the iSperm device 
are: - 

 It gives a more objective 
assessment of semen 
quality. 
 

 There is no need to lug 
around a microscope. 

 
 There is no need for a 

power supply. 
 

 It is quicker and easier. 
 

 It keeps a permanent video 
recording of each bull’s 
semen. 

 

Uterine pessaries 
 
From the RVP newsletter in August 
1989: 
 
“The recommended procedure for 
cows with retained foetal 
membranes is to insert a pessary if 
they haven’t cleaned by 24 hours 
after calving.” 
 
It seemed logical to treat cows with 
retained afterbirth with pessaries in 
the uterus to try and reduce the 
chance of infection. Recent studies 
have shown that in many cases 
pessaries do not help cows with 
retained afterbirth and maybe even 
make things worse. 
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It may be that pessaries can slow the 
“rotting” process of the afterbirth and 
increase the time that the afterbirth is 
retained. It is thought that the 
presence of antibiotics in the uterus 
decreases the production and 
effectiveness of white cells in the 
uterus 
 
There is more and more evidence 
that the best treatment for cows with 
retained afterbirth is to do nothing 
unless the cow is sick (has a 
temperature above 390 C). If the cow 
is unwell then she should be treated 
with an injectable antibiotic such as 
Oxytet. If she is very sick then she 
will benefit from veterinary help with 
anti-inflammatory drugs or fluids. 
 
If you want to use pessaries we 
recommend that you: - 
 

 Administer them within the 
first week of calving while 
the cervix is open and they 
are easily introduced. 
 

 Do not use them when the 
afterbirth is still present. 

 
 Give cows that are not well 

injectable antibiotics. 
 
In general, we recommend the 
following treatment protocol for dirty 
cows: - 
 

 Retained membranes should 
be left to rot out and not 
removed with force. 
 

 Pessaries should not be used 
until the afterbirth has come 
away. 
 

 Metricures are the best 
treatment for cows that have 
an infection in the uterus 
and should be used between 
1 and 6 weeks after calving. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Cidirol/Bomerol 
 
Cidirol/ Bomerol are trade names for 
the reproductive hormone oestradiol 
benzoate.  
 
This product was commonly used for 
the synchronisation of oestrous in 
lactating dairy cows until 5 or 6 years 
ago. The benefit of using Oestradiol 
in combination with 
CIDRS/Cuemates for the treatment 
of non-cycling cows, was that it 
would induce a strong visible 
standing oestrous. 
 
However, European Union 
regulations have banned the 
importation of dairy products that 
have been treated with oestrogens, 
including oestradiol. 
 
This has led to the Australian Dairy 
Industry (ADI) introducing a 
voluntary restriction on the use of 
oestradiol benzoate in lactating dairy 
cows. They have also requested that 
milk processors make this a 
condition of milk supply.  
 
Although oestradiol benzoate should 
not be used in lactating dairy cows, 
this reproductive drug can still be 
used in dairy heifers and beef cattle.  
 
 

Heifers with udder 
oedema (flag) 
 
Heifers with flag (fluid swelling in 
the udder and under the belly) are a 
nuisance as they are prone to mastitis 
and are difficult to milk out. The 
ligaments that support the udder may 
stretch permanently. 
 
Several different factors cause udder 
oedema: - 
 
 salt retention by the heifer 
 
 pressure on the veins returning 

blood from the mammary gland 
by the calf 

 
 low protein levels in the blood 

as antibodies move from the 
heifer’s blood to colostrum 

 

 heavy grain feeding (especially 
in heifers) 

 
 Excess salt intake (sodium and 

potassium) 
 
 Insufficient intake of calcium 

 
Heifers with flag can be treated with 
Frusemide, which is a diuretic that 
rapidly reduces the fluid swelling. 
Unfortunately, diuretics cannot be 
used before calving. A dose of 
oxytocin (Letdown) after calving will 
help as well. 
 
Before calving the options for 
treating flag are: - 
 
 Induce calving with PG or a 

short-acting cortisone injection 
 
 Milk affected heifers before 

calving 
 
 Apply teat spray to heifers 

before calving. The glycerine 
will help with teat health and the 
disinfectant will help reduce 
mastitis. This is only practical if 
heifers are getting lead feed in 
the dairy. 

 
 Add a calcium supplement such                                 

as limestone to the ration. 
 
Heifers take longer to calve and lie 
down for longer periods during 
calving so their udders are more likely 
to get contaminated with mud and 
manure. Older cows will boss heifers 
around and force them to calve in the 
worse areas. For this reason, heifers 
should be calved in a separate 
paddock away from older cows. 
 
If you are thinking of inducing heifers 
to calve we find that a short-acting 
cortisone, such as Dexapent, is a 
gentler option than PG. Heifers 
induced with PG are more likely to 
calve quickly but sometimes the 
cervix and birth canal do not dilate 
properly increasing the chance of 
tearing. Heifers induced with 
Dexapent are less likely to retain their 
afterbirth compared with heifers 
induced by PG. 

 


