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If you would like your newsletter 
emailed to you, please email the 
practice at admin@rochyvet.com.au   
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Seasonal reminders: 

 For spring calving herds, weaning 
of young stock should be 
planned. Young stock should 
receive their booster vaccination 
at this time if they have not 
received it prior to this event.  

 Marking of calves should be 
carried out as soon as possible to 
reduce the any issues with 
marking bull calves too late and 
the elastrator rings not working 
correctly. Most calves will also 
be due for their vaccinations at 
this time.   

 For autumn calving herds, mating 
of herd is due to finish up and 
marking of calves should occur. 

 

 Get your beef bull team ready for 
joining 

 

 

Pinkeye  
(Infectious Bovine 
Keratoconjunctivitis) 
Pinkeye is a contagious condition 
caused by the bacteria Moraxella 
bovis, which mainly affects young 
stock. It spreads rapidly from calf to 
calf via flies, dust and long pasture 
e.g. paspalum or barley grass. Up to 
80% of a mob can become infected! 
Signs of pinkeye: 
Initially the calves will show a watery 
discharge from the eyes. As the 
condition progresses the eye becomes 
reddened and a small ulcer develops 
on the surface of the cornea. This 
shows up as a cloudy or opaque spot 
in the center of the eye, which can 
expand to cover the whole eye. If 
untreated the ulcer becomes worse, 
turning a yellow colour and in severe 
cases the eyeball may rupture causing 
blindness. 
 
How to treat pinkeye: 
Early intervention is the key for quick 
recovery and to reduce the number of 
infective bacteria in the mob. Affected 
animals should be segregated to 
reduce the spread. There are a number 
of preparations available to treat 
pinkeye with, but in most cases we 
find the use of Cloxacillin (Orbenin 
Pinkeye Ointment or Opticlox eye 
ointment) gives the best results in the 
early stages. This is applied to the 
affected eyes once every second day. 
The use of patches glued over the eye 
can speed up recovery by protecting 
the eye from dust, flies and sunlight. 
In severe cases the vet may give an 
injection of an anti-inflammatory plus 
antibiotic mixture under the upper and 
lower eyelids. 
 
NOTE: Eyes should also be checked 
for the presence of grass seeds stuck 
behind the third eyelid as these can 
produce similar signs to pinkeye and 
the damage done by them can 
predispose to pinkeye infection. 
 
Control and prevention of pinkeye: 
 Firstly, treat all calves at this time 

of the year with a fly repellent (or 

preferably an insecticide) to keep 
fly numbers down.  

 Secondly keep pastures topped to 
avoid long grass and seed heads 
spreading the infection by 
transferring ocular discharge 
from calf to calf. Thirdly, where 
possible keep dust levels to a 
minimum.  

 
 Finally, vaccination of 

susceptible calves is important. 
The vaccine in  
Australia is called Coopers 
Piliguard. The bacteria attach to 
the cornea by means of hair-like 
projections called pili, and the 
vaccine induces antibodies 
against these pili so preventing 
attachment of bacteria to the eye. 

 
We have certainly had very good 
feedback from clients that have used 
the vaccine over the last few years. A 
single 2 ml dose is given either under 
the skin or into the muscle between 3 
to 6 weeks prior to the expected 
challenge (preferably Sept/Oct).  
Vaccination will reduce the incidence 
and severity of pinkeye but must still 
be combined with the other control 
methods. At around $5 a dose it 
would be quite cost effective where 
moderate to high levels of pink-eye 
have been experienced or are 
expected. 
 
To Summarize: 
Treatment 
 Treat early with Cloxacillin 

ointment 
 Examine and treat every two days 
 Use patches on more advanced 

cases 
 For calves with severe ulcers, 

seek veterinary attention 
Prevention 
 Keep pastures short 
 Use Arrest or equivalent 
 Vaccinate 3-6 wk’s prior to 

exposure 
 Keep dust to a minimum 
 Check calves frequently for early 

signs 

NEWSLETTER: BEEF ENTERPRISES 



Rochester Veterinary Practice         October  2017  
 

 
 

Rochester Practice, 72 Lowry Street Rochester 3561, Phone (03) 54842255 admin@rochyvet.com.au 

Treating Mastitis 
Clinical mastitis presents as a hard, 
swollen painful, hot to touch 
quarter(s). When the quarter is 
expressed, the secretion may be clear 
to bloody colour and/ or contains 
clots. 
 
It is best to treat the quarter(s) 
aggressively with an intramammary 
course (Noroclox), an injectable 
antibiotic (Tribactral) and an anti-
inflammatory (Metacam).  
 
Cows that are sick and/ or down due 
to mastitis will often need veterinary 
attention to give IV fluids +/- IV 
antibiotic +/-  IV anti-inflammatory.  
 

Treating Milk Fever  
With the abundance of grass this 
spring we have seen many beef cows 
with milk fever. 
 
Those cows that are at the greatest 
risk are over-conditioned older cows 
(> 4 years).  
 
How should you treat milk fever? 
 
Firstly, if the cow is lying flat out, you 
should sit the cow up on her sternum. 
This may require putting a bale of hay 
beside her or using a quad bike to 
prop her up.  
 
Most cows will require intravenous 
treatment with calcium. If you are not 
able to give it in the vein, put some 
under the skin while you wait for the 
vet to arrive. 
 
Once the cow has received some 
calcium in the vein and is responding 
it is common practice to give her an 
oral drench of calcium as well.  
 
How to prevent milk fever? 
 
It can be difficult when the green 
pasture is taking off. It is best to limit 
green grass intake to 2kg DM/ head / 
day. Cows should be offered cereal 
hay at ad lib.  
 
In situations where there is a herd 
issue with milk fever, anionic salts 
can be administered on the feed or in 
the drinking water. 
 

In feed medications: 
Magnesium Sulphate (Epsom Salts): 
50g/cow/day 
Ammonium Sulphate (Fertiliser): 
50g/cow/day 
Calcium Sulphate (Gypsum): 
50g/cow/day 
Mix powders in water to make a 
slurry and pour on top of hay 
 
Ammonium chloride may be 
substituted for ammonium sulphate. 
This is quite effective, although 
palatability is poor. 
Epsom salts may be used on its own, 
at a dose rate of 100g/cow/day 
Anionic salts should be fed for 2 to 3 
weeks prior to calving 
 
Water medication: 
Epsom salts: 150 – 200 g/cow/day  

If milk fever still occurring add 
Gypsum: 200g/cow/day 

All sources of available water need to 
be medicated. 

 

Bull Testing 
When we test bulls, we find that about 
one in 8 to 10 bulls fail on the crush 
side physical and semen examination.  
 
The reasons vary but most often are 
related to poor semen quality. The 
bulls that we fail usually look 
otherwise normal. 
 

 
 
Sometimes the bulls that we fail have 
problems that allow them to fertilise a 
cow but for the pregnancy to then 
fizzle out. These non-compensable 
bulls are worse than no bull at all as 
they stop other bulls from getting 
cows pregnant. Most of these 
problems are not capable of being 
detected on the crush side 
examination and require a semen 
sample to be sent off to a veterinary 
morphologist for analysis. We find 

that about one in 8 to 10 bulls also fail 
based on morphology results.    
 
In order to test bulls, the main 
requirement we have is a good sturdy 
crush and yards. The job is made 
easier if there is some shade where we 
can set up the equipment.  
 
It is also a good opportunity to 
vaccinate bulls against vibrio and 
pestivirus if they are in the crush. As 
well as ear notching them to test from 
BVDV. 
 

iSperm 
There seems to be an app for 
everything these days and bull semen 
testing is no exception.  
 
We have recently purchased a device 
that objectively measures bull semen 
motility and concentration. The 
iSperm device clips on to the camera 
of a mini iPad. When a drop of diluted 
semen is placed in the device the 
program calculates the percentage of 
sperm that are moving forward. 
 
The traditional method, examining the 
sample through a microscope is a 
more subjective assessment which 
means there is some variation 
between vets. 
 
The advantages of the iSperm device 
are: - 

 It gives a more objective 
assessment of semen quality. 
 

 There is no need to lug 
around a microscope. 

 
 There is no need for a power 

supply. 
 

 It is quicker and easier. 
 

 It keeps a permanent video 
recording of each bull’s 
semen. 



Rochester Veterinary Practice         October  2017  
 

 
 

Rochester Practice, 72 Lowry Street Rochester 3561, Phone (03) 54842255 admin@rochyvet.com.au 

 


