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Seasonal reminders: 

 Carefully record dry cow 
identification, date of 
administration and the 
treatment used. This will 
help avoid residue problems 
at calving if cows calve 
before their due date. 
 

 Warm dry cow tubes the 
night before by leaving them 
in the house near the heater 
or fire. Do not put them 
directly in warm water as this 
increases the chance of 
contamination with bacteria. 
 

 Remember to vaccinate cows 
with 7-in-1 vaccine at dry off 
– this includes protection 
against Lepto, a serious 
human disease. Lepto causes 
a wide range of symptoms 
from mild aches and pains 
through to severe recurring 
flu like symptoms 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Vaccination programs 
Rotavec vaccine 
 
The Rotavec corona vaccine covers 5 
different bugs that are associated with 
calf scours. Rotavirus and E coli are 
two bugs that we commonly see in 
our scouring calves. 
 
E coli scours usually occurs in the 
first 4 days of life and often in the 
first 24 hours. Calves have a watery 
scour and dehydrate and die very 
quickly. 
 
Rotavirus usually occurs between day 
4 and 14 of a calf’s life. Calves with 
rotavirus also get dehydrated but 
usually survive unless they are 
complicated with another infection, 
such as crypto or bacteria, at the same 
time. 
 
We have identified that rotavirus and 
crypto are the most common causes of 
calf scours that we see. 
 
The Rotavec Corona vaccine is given 
to cows before they calve so that their 
colostrum contains antibodies to 
protect against rotavirus and E coli. If 
cows have not been vaccinated before, 
they should be given two doses – one 
at drying off and the other 2 to 3 
weeks before calving.  
 
Cows that have been vaccinated 
previously require only one dose. This 
can be given either at drying off or 
when cows start lead feeding 2 to 3 
weeks before calving. 
 

 
 
 
The price of Rotavec is $341 (inc 
GST) per 100ml bottle.  
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Salmonella Vaccine 
 
Bovilis S vaccine covers the two most 
common strains of Salmonella in 
cattle (S. dublin & S. typhimurium). 
 
The disease usually presents as a foul-
smelling diarrhoea with or without 
blood and gut lining in the faeces. 
Cattle usually have a high temperature 
and dehydration. 
 
Sick cows are usually treated with 
antibiotics with reasonable success if 
the symptoms are recognised early. 
Delaying treatment reduces the 
chances of recovery. 
 
We have identified a couple of strains 
that have shown resistance to the 
common antibiotics we use. This is a 
big concern for us. 
 
If we can prevent the use of these 
antibiotics by vaccinating herds it is 
likely to reduce the chance of 
resistance developing in your herd. 
 
Vaccinating towards the end of a 
cow’s pregnancy will protect the calf 
for the first 2-3 months of life through 
the cow’s colostrum. 
 
The price of Bovilis S 100ml (50 
doses) is $263.15 (inc GST) and 
250ml (125 doses) is $597.75 (inc 
GST). 
 
Cows that have not been vaccinated 
previously require two doses of 
vaccine approximately a month apart. 
Cows that have been vaccinated 
before need only one dose that can be 
given at drying off or as they enter the 
lead feed paddock. 

 
Bull testing 
 
Joining for the Autumn is due to start 
shortly, and it is time to think about 
your bull team and get them semen 
tested.  
 
When we test bulls, we find that about 
one in every five or six fails. The 
reasons vary but most often are 
related to poor semen quality. The 
bulls that we fail usually look 
otherwise normal. 

Sometimes the bulls that we fail have 
problems that allow them to fertilise a 
cow but for the pregnancy to then 
fizzle out. These non-compensable 
bulls are worse than no bull at all as 
they stop other bulls from getting 
cows pregnant. 
 
At current chopper prices, it makes a 
lot of sense to get your bulls checked 
and to turn them into meat if they are 
duds.  
 
When testing bulls, the main 
requirement we have is a good sturdy 
crush and yards. The job is made 
easier if there is some shade where we 
can set up the microscope to examine 
the semen. 
 
It is also a good opportunity to 
vaccinate bulls against vibrio and 
pestivirus while they are in the crush. 
We also recommend testing bulls for 
BVDV by taking an ear notch sample 
and testing it for the presence of the 
virus.  

 
Coccidiosis 
 
Coccidiosis is caused by a protozoan 
parasite (different to a virus and 
bacteria). It is a common condition of 
young stock between 3 and 8 months 
of age and is uncommon in older 
cattle. The disease commonly occurs 
when young stock experience a ‘stress 
event’ such as high worm burdens, 
poor nutrition, bad weather, over 
stocking or other management 
stresses. 

 
Image of coccidia oocysts 

 
Coccidia primarily causes damage to 
the lining of small and large intestine 
of cattle.  
 
Affected animals present with 
diarrhoea that contains blood and are 
often straining. Affected stock lose 
body condition rapidly.  

Severely affected stock will get 
dehydrated, go down and die. 
 
Coccidia is diagnosed in the clinic by 
looking at a faecal sample under the 
microscope.  
 
Treatment of sick stock includes: - 

 Isolating affected stock. 
 Oral electrolyte fluids. 
 Antibiotics (Tribactral). 
 NSAID (Metacam). 
 Toltrazuril (Baycox) 

 
It can take affected young stock 
several weeks to recover from 
coccidiosis. Preferential feeding may 
be needed to improve growth rates. 
 
 Prevention of coccidiosis includes: - 
 

 Feeding concentrate 
with an ionophore in it 
(such as monensin and 
lasalocid). 
 

 A once off oral drench 
with Baycox before 
putting the calves on to 
pasture.  

 
 Rotational grazing. 

 
 Reducing stocking rates. 

 
 Avoiding wet areas 

(leaking troughs). 
 

 Avoiding faecal 
contamination of feed 
and water sources. 

 
Worms 
 
In recent times we have been 
diagnosing young stock (weaners to 
yearlings) with high gastrointestinal 
worm burdens. Young stock are more 
susceptible to worms than adults.   
 
We recommend regular faecal egg 
counts (FEC) to monitor the worm 
burden of young stock.  If samples are 
dropped at the clinic or given to one 
of the vets on farm, we can perform a 
FEC at the clinic and provide advice 
on drenching. 


