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Seasonal reminders: 

 Cows should calve in a clean 
environment, so preparation 
of this area should start soon. 
Also make sure calf sheds 
are clean before the first 
batch arrives. 
 

 
 Check dry cows each week 

for mastitis. Walk around 
them and look for swollen 
quarters. Any quarters that 
have mastitis should be 
treated as you would treat an 
infected quarter during 
lactation. Do not touch the 
other quarters unless they 
look suspicious.  
 
 

Pain relief in cows 
 
Because of evolutionary pressure 
cows do not readily show pain. Back 
when cows were hunted by predators 
any sign of weakness or injury would 
make them more vulnerable.  
 
Our understanding of the effect of 
pain in cows has progressed greatly 
over the last 10 years. A recent study 
compared lame cows that were either 
treated with an anti-inflammatory for 
3 days or not treated. 
 
Squeezing the hoof with foot testers 
and measuring the reaction assessed 
the level of pain. As you would expect 
the level of pain was significantly 
reduced while the cow was being 
treated with an anti-inflammatory. 
 
The interesting thing was that the 
level of pain was still much lower in 
the treated cows 30 days later. It 
seems that if the initial level of pain is 
high then the nerve pathways 
“remember” that pain for a long time 
afterwards - the sore foot was 
sensitised to feel more pain. So, while 
the anti-inflammatory was well and 
truly out of the system the effect was 
quite long lasting. 
 
Vets in our practice have moved 
towards using more pain relief in 
procedures such as eye removals, 
caesareans and difficult calvings. 
 
Anti-inflammatory treatments such as 
Ketoprofen are widely used to help 
cows with calving paralysis and down 
cows. This is particularly the case 
since Ketoprofen was registered with 
nil milk withhold. 
 
It is our opinion that cows that have 
had difficult calvings and some 
lame cows will benefit from being 
given pain relief. It is likely that if a 
cow is in less pain immediately after 
calving, then she will be more likely 
to maintain her appetite.  
 
A cow that is eating will be much less 
likely to develop secondary problems 
such as acetonemia and displaced 
stomachs. It will also increase her 
chance of producing well throughout 
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the whole lactation and of getting 
back in calf. 
 
A reasonable definition of a difficult 
calving would include any calving 
where a calving jack is required or 
where a calf is born dead because of a 
difficult birth or where there is 
damage to the soft tissue of the cow. 

 
 

 
 
Ash off to world 
championships 
 
It would seem that there are not 
enough natural obstacles in the life of 
vet Ash Phipps. Ash recently finished 
6th in the men’s category of the 
Sydney round of the 24-hour Enduro 
World Championships. 
 
The name of this competition 
describes the event well. Competitors 
run around an obstacle course for 24 
hours climbing ropes, swimming 
through muddy dams and engaging in 
numerous other difficult activities. 
 
By finishing 6th Ash has qualified for 
the world championships in London 
in October where he will represent 
Australia.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Heifers with udder 
oedema (flag) 
 
Heifers with flag (fluid swelling in the 
udder and under the belly) are a 
nuisance as they are prone to mastitis 
and are difficult to milk out. The 
ligaments that support the udder may 
stretch permanently. 
 
Several different factors cause udder 
oedema: - 
 
 salt retention by the heifer 
 
 pressure on the veins returning 

blood from the mammary gland 
by the calf 

 
 low protein levels in the blood as 

antibodies move from the 
heifer’s blood to colostrum 

 
 heavy grain feeding (especially 

in heifers) 
 
 excess salt intake (sodium and 

potassium) 
 
 insufficient intake of calcium 

 
Heifers with flag can be treated with 
Frusemide, which is a diuretic that 
rapidly reduces the fluid swelling. 
Unfortunately, diuretics cannot be 
used before calving. A dose of 
oxytocin (Letdown) after calving will 
help as well. 
 
Before calving the options for treating 
flag are: - 
 
 Induce calving with PG or a 

short-acting cortisone injection 
 
 Milk affected heifers before 

calving 
 
 Apply teat spray to heifers before 

calving. The glycerine will help 
with teat health and the 
disinfectant will help reduce 

mastitis. This is only practical if 
heifers are getting lead feed in the 
dairy. 

 
 Add a calcium supplement such                                   

as limestone to the ration. 
 
Heifers take longer to calve and lie 
down for longer periods during 
calving, so their udders are more likely 
to get contaminated with mud and 
manure. Older cows will boss heifers 
around and force them to calve in the 
worst area. For this reason, heifers 
should be calved in a separate paddock 
away from older cows. 
 
If you are thinking of inducing heifers 
to calve we find that a short-acting 
cortisone, such as Dexapent, is a 
gentler option than PG. Heifers 
induced with PG are more likely to 
calve quickly but sometimes the cervix 
and birth canal do not dilate properly 
increasing the chance of tearing. 
Heifers induced with Dexapent are 
less likely to retain their afterbirth 
compared with heifers induced by PG. 

 
Good price for cattle 
drench pour-on 
 
We have managed to obtain some 
pour-on drench at a very reasonable 
price. The product is called Vet’s 
Choice Ivermectin Pour-On.  
 
Pack size  10L 
 
Active     10mg/ml Ivermectin 
 
Dose rate       5ml/100kg 
 
Milk withhold  nil 
 
Meat withhold   42 days 
 
ESI   42 days 
 
Cost  $410 (inc GST) 
 
The 10-litre container has enough 
drench to treat 332 cows at an average 
weight of 600kg. This translates to a 
cost of $1.24 per cow. 
 
The product has a label claim of 14 
days for sustained activity against 
intestinal worms. 


