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Husbandry Calendar 

This edition is all about planning!! It’s a new year so make a fresh start and sit 

down and organise a husbandry calendar or revise/update your current one. There 

are a few important topics we will cover to make sure you are set up for success. 

However, there are plenty more topics to discuss so make sure to get in touch with us if you have 

any questions.  

1. Plan your lambing time and length  

This is one of the most important times of the year for a sheep producer. You may have trialled an 

autumn, winter or spring lambing in the past. Many of you probably have your rams out at the 

moment. However, when planning your next lambing time there are a few things to consider. 

Managing your lambing time to use the optimal part of your pasture growth curve (usually around 

Spring time here) can be beneficial to make sure enough food is on offer for the ewes and lambs 

without needing to substitute feed (hay and grain). It is also important to consider the weather and 

shelter availability as this time.  

When managing your length of lambing it is important to consider the time of year you are joining 

and the breed of sheep you are using. Sheep are seasonal breeders and some cycle best as the 

daylight is shortening (coming into Autumn). If wanting to join out of season (starting November) we 

can help with some ideas – an easy one is to make some teaser rams via surgical means. Teaser rams 

are vasectomised rams and with some handy tips, they can bring the ewes into cycle early and 

shorten your joining period. To have some rams available for this we recommend keeping some 

behind at lamb marking time and make sure to keep them separated. Vasectomising rams at around 

6 -12 months of age is best.  Teaser rams can be made 4-6 weeks before being used at the latest. If 

teaser rams are something that could benefit your farm, contact the clinic for a discussion and 

consultation.  

2. Pasture management and worms!  

A big part of worm control involves pasture management, monitoring worm egg counts and strategic 

drenching. Clean pastures (worm burden free) need to be set up in advance for at risk animals 

(weaners, lambing ewes) by spelling and grazing with non-risk animals (weathers, cattle etc) for up 

to 6 months depending on the system. Heavy worm burdens were a problem last year and setting up 

clean paddocks well in advance can help reduce this issue. We recommend setting the estimated 

date of ewes being moved to the lambing paddock (approximately 4 weeks prior to the  start of 

lambing) and counting backwards to plan carefully the use of the paddock leading up to this. The 

same can be planned for other at risk mobs such as weaners. 

DRENCHING is an important tool, but it has been overused leading to resistance. We 

recommend monitoring your worm burdens by conducting regular worm egg counts 

and when they are high choosing a suitable drench product. If you have any questions do not 

hesitate to get in touch with the team. We can assist with any laboratory submissions.  
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3. Book in your shearers  

Shearers are in short supply and are usually booked in annually well in 

advanced. There are some important aspects to consider when booking in your 

ewe and ram teams for shearing.   

- Avoid shearing ewes in their last 2 months of gestation. Otherwise, this 

can lead to interruptions in feed intake that may lead to pregnancy 

toxaemia/low calcium. 

- When putting the rams out with the ewes it is ideal for them to have no more than 4-month 

wool growth. Otherwise, this can affect their serving ability and lead to heat stress. If 

possible, do not shear them in the 2 months leading up to joining to avoid unnecessary 

stressors that could also affect their semen quality.   

- Manage your mustering and yard work to avoid dust exposure when possible. We have had 

a few outbreaks of pneumonia possibly associated with close to summer shearing. When 

sheep are off food and water, drafted through dusty yards and having the stress of shearing 

they can be predisposed to summer pneumonia. Try and reduce stress as much as possible 

and water down the yards to reduce dust inhalation. 

- RAM SEDATION – we need to be on farm every 12 months to legally prescribe the 

medication. However! If we are out on farm for a sick ewe, lambing consult etc this is 

covered. So, make sure to make use of the team at Rochy during the year to optimise your 

outcomes.  

 

 

4. Vaccinations  

It is important to remember to vaccinate your flock at least for clostridial diseases. 

Many producers are using the 6-in-1 which also covers for cheesy gland. This year you 

may be interested in using the Johne’s vaccination which is a bit more dangerous when 

administering and does require some extra training and equipment. Make sure you 

have enough vaccination on hand to vaccinate the ewes effectively before lambing and 

do not forget to give the lambs the required booster vaccination if required - make sure 

to read the label.  

 

 

Please call the clinic to update our system with your email account for future newsletter editions 

(03) 5484 2255. Do not hesitate to get in touch with Rochy Vets today!  

 


